
 

Centre for Disaster Studies at the Institute of Engineering, along with 

the University of Edinburg and other partners are undertaking a 

research project entitled Tomorrow’s Cities: Urban Risk in Transition 

under the UKRI GCRF funding. The project has the objective of reducing 

disaster risk for the poor in tomorrow’s cities by focusing on risk informed urban planning.  

Tomorrow’s Cities is a 5-year global, interdisciplinary research hub that will enhance sustainable urban 

development through a network of integrated programmes led by local teams in low-to-middle income 

countries. The Hub will work to catalyse a transition from crisis management to multi-hazard risk-

informed planning that strengthens the voice and capacity of the urban poor. Co-produced with local 

and international stakeholders from the start, the Hub will deliver this aim through interdisciplinary 

research and equitable partnerships in and between four rapidly developing and multi-hazard exposed 

cities Istanbul, Kathmandu, Nairobi and Quito and globally through collaboration with international 

governance organisations. The Kathmandu team are coordinated by two leads in Kathmandu (Prof Dr 

Sangeeta Singh, IoE, Tribhuvan University and Dr Dharam Uprety, Practical Action Nepal), and two UK-

based leads (Prof. Hugh Sinclair, University of Edinburgh and Dr Jon Ensor, University of York). 

Research is supported by multiple colleagues across the UK from the social 

sciences, engineering and the geosciences. In Kathmandu, we have six NGO 

partners (NSET, Practical Action, SIAS, Lumanti, NDRI and NDRC). The full 

team is coordinated through an office located in the Centre for Disaster 

Studies at Tribhuvan University, which is run by a Project Manager.  

The UK-based company Petroleum Experts Ltd. has made a substantial 

donation of the software suite MOVE for “Tomorrow’s Cities”. MOVE is the 

oil and gas industry standard for structural modelling of the subsurface 

geology. The software suite, valued at £1,525,561.89, is considered the industry standard for geological 

modelling and structural analysis of Earth’s deep interior, comprises 10 licenses for all modules of the 

software, including 2D and 3D kinematic modelling, geo-mechanical modelling, as well as fault- and 

fracture-analysis. 

MOVE software will be used to understand the 3D Basin 

of Kathmandu and whole Nepal and It will be extremely 

valuable to country like Nepal which is in high risk of 

frequent earthquakes.  The research on geological 

modeling will be done in collaboration with UKRI-GCRF 

Tomorrows Cities which aim is to catalyze a transition 

from crisis management to multi-hazard risk-informed 

planning and decision-making, for cities in low-and-middle 

income countries like Kathmandu. 

The support extended by Petroleum Experts Ltd. Is highly regarded by the “Tomorrow’s Cities” team. 

www.tomorrowscities.org 

www.petex.com/products/move-suite/ 

http://www.tomorrowscities.org/

